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	Untitled

	DATE: 1700 EDT Thursday, 8 SEP 05
	SITUATION DATA: There are no changes to today's staffing numbers from Office of Force Readiness and Deployment (OFRD). 

Approximately 300 IHS Commissioned Officers have been identified to be on the OFRD Deployment Team; 252 Officers have Deployment Assignments, 171 Officers have been deployed to the field.

Rescuers and responders continue to be shot at in the New Orleans.   
	OUTLOOK DATA: Nearing the peak of the Atlantic hurricane season, there are three active systems - all three hurricanes. 
Hurricane Ophelia, now with maximum sustained winds of 75 mph, is meandering just off the east coast of Florida. It is going nowhere fast; remaining nearly stationary. While it festers in the warm waters off of Florida, Ophelia is expected to strengthen even more under minimal shear over the next few days and slowly drift. Without any definitive steering currents aloft, the forecast calls for Ophelia to drift ever-so-slowly northeastward off the coast of northeast Florida and Georgia. 
	ACTION DATA: The Nashville Area continues its support of the Nashville Area Tribes. 

CAPT Molloy reports that operations continue in the Nashville Area. There were no significant updates reported today.

IHS and the Areas have continued to inventory the available Federal Civil Service personnel from within IHS to assist with staffing deployment preplans at HHS.   
	SAFETY DATA: The Five Communication Responsibilities for All Responders

Brief others 
Debrief your actions 
Communicate hazards to others 
Acknowledge messages 
Ask if you don't know 
	STATISTICS DATA: 
Elsewhere in the Atlantic, Nate is a hurricane (the 6th hurricane this season) and has peak winds of 85 mph. The good news Nate is moving to the northeast and away from Bermuda now with only a threat of sea and surf overnight into early Friday then it will be clear of the danger. 


Farther downstream, Maria (75 mph) is still a hurricane, but is still forecast to weaken a bit as it plows northeastward through the open waters of the central Atlantic. Maria is expected to transition to a powerful mid-latitude storm by the end of the week, churning northeastward between Ireland and the southern tip of Greenland early next week. 


	FEDERAL DATA: 
ESF#8 update 8SEP05:
 
DOD

• USNS Comfort will be berthed at Port of New Orleans on September 9 to house responders
• DoD coordinating security for cruise ship off the coast of Mobile, AL



VA

• 5 Area Emergency Managers (AEM) have been identified and deployed to their respective state EOC assignments (SC, NC, GA, KY and TN); currently standing down the 5 AEMs deployed on MA1604-DR-MS-HHS-01 and redeploying to fill the ERT-A mission. Working to identify an additional AEM to fill the required 6 slots.
• 10 mental health personnel deployed to provide stress counseling in Gulfport, MS.
• 


NDMS


• See regional sections for specific Disaster Medical Assistance Team and Disaster Mortuary Operations Response Team information
• National Disaster Medical System teams are redeploying from New Orleans to surrounding parishes, will define needs as they go


SAMHSA

• The National Mental Health Information Center (NMHIC) will start reproducing 10,000 copies of the most requested disaster publications
• Non-fed volunteers: have identified and verified the credentials/licensure of the following: 13 psychologists, 63 chaplain/social workers, 86 social workers, and 48 mental health workers (210 total available volunteer mental health specialists)


	WEATHER DATA: New Orleans Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 70s. Light and variable winds. 

Friday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 90s. Northeast winds 5 to 10 mph becoming variable in the afternoon. 

Friday Night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 70s. Light and variable winds. 

	CURRENT CONTINUED: 

HHS Region IV Summary

Mississippi’s top priority is augmentation of hospital staffing for Gulf Coast hospitals and the state is currently prioritizing hospitals to receive augmentation personnel.  The Federal Medical Shelter at Naval Air Station Meridian is open and receiving patients.  The Federal Medical Shelter at Key Field (Air National Guard) is open and ready to receive patients.  Mass fatality management and the development of a coordinated mass fatality plan are the next priorities. 


HHS Region VI Summary

Louisiana has issued a second mandatory evacuation order for the City of New Orleans and a public health priority is rebuilding existing medical facilities in the surrounding area. HHS operations are focused on redeploying personnel to support staff augmentation missions and supporting mass fatality management. 
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